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 The Scripture tells us that out of the fullness of the heart, the mouth speaks.  In the long run, nobody 
is able to keep who they are from coming out in what they say.  This is certainly true of me in my preaching.  
There are certain topics in Scripture that appeal to me more than other topics, and if I’m not careful, I’ll end 
up preaching on my favorites and ignoring the rest.  Because I recognize this tendency in myself, I’ve begun 
to devote myself more and more to expository rather than topical sermons.  If I’m stitching together a bunch 
of passages from different locations, I can pretty well say what I want to say.  On the other hand, if I’m 
simply working through a context of Scripture and making applications, the Holy Spirit is the One who 
determines the content, and I am not With this in mind, I’d like to direct our attention to 2 Peter. 
 
The Promises of Scripture 
 Believe it or not, 2 Peter is actually a book in which I like the traditional chapter divisions.  To me, 
those divisions pretty well capture the three main contexts of the book, and the first concerns the promises of 
Scripture.  Indeed, the book opens with a discussion of TRUE KNOWLEDGE.  It appears in 2 Peter 1:1-4.  
These are four fairly short verses, but in the last two especially is a wealth of spiritual content!  There are two 
main themes here.  The first is that the power of God has, by giving us true knowledge of Jesus, taught us 
everything we need to know about life and godliness.  This is extremely important because it tells us that in 
the first century, God’s revelation was both complete and sufficient.  Through Jesus, first-century Christians 
had everything they needed to know.  In the Scripture, of course, all things pertaining to life and godliness are 
preserved for us, and this makes our religious lives very simple.  We don’t have to listen to supposedly 
inspired latter-day prophets or religious hierarchies.  The Bible is all we need to know.   
 Second, the text tells us that Jesus Himself has done a couple of things for us.  First, by His own 
glory and excellence, He has called us.  We are His people not because we determined that we should be His 
but because He did.  Also by His glory and excellence, Jesus has granted to us His precious and magnificent 
promises.  We all know that this world is filled with corruption and decay, but in Christ, our lives don’t have 
to be like that.  We can escape it to eternal life, and He can make us like Him! 
 God has given us so much, but we have responsibilities too, which is why Peter urges us to 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH.  Look at 2 Peter 1:5-11.  Many whole sermons have been preached on nothing 
more than this list of attributes, but this morning, let’s boil Peter’s point down to its essence.  He’s telling us 
that we need to be growing, and if we aren’t, we’ve forgotten what being a Christian is all about.   

Spiritual growth is not some vague, undefinable thing, nor should we assume that we are growing.  
As Peter tells us, if these qualities are increasing in us, we’re going to bear fruit.  In other words, true spiritual 
growth produces results.  If we are growing spiritually, here’s what our lives are going to look like.  We’re 
going to be assembling with the saints more frequently, if possible, than we did last year.  We’re going to 
spend more time teaching classes, showing up for work days, and otherwise serving the Lord.  We’re going to 
spend more time talking with our neighbors and co-workers about Jesus.  We’re going to be treating our 
families in a more godly way.  We’re going to be spending more time reading our Bibles and praying.  If this is 
how our lives look, we should feel good about that, knowing that our feet are firmly set on the path to 
heaven.  On the other hand, if fruits like these are not evident in our lives, they point to the bitter truth that 
we are not, in fact, growing, which means that somewhere along the way, we’ve lost touch with Jesus. 

Next, Peter defines HIS PURPOSE in writing.  This statement appears in 2 Peter 1:12-15.  First, 
Peter expresses his desire to stir his audience up by way of reminder.  He knows that his audience has heard 
these things before, but he’s going to repeat them anyway.  Repetition is equally important for our spiritual 
health today.  I consider it extremely unlikely that today, or any other Sunday, I’m going to say something 
truly original from the pulpit.  In fact, I don’t want to say anything original.  If I say something that nobody 
here has ever heard before, there’s an excellent chance that it’s wrong!   

Originality is not the goal of my preaching, but reinforcement is.  We can’t hear a single sermon on 
some spiritual subject and hope that that one sermon is going to carry us through to the end of our lives.  
Human beings don’t work like that.  Over time, the message loses its force, and even if we agree with it, we 



forget about it.  Instead, for an idea to remain in our minds, we have to hear that idea over and over again.  
It’s my responsibility, then, to preach the core truths of Scripture and continue preaching them.  However, 
stirring up by way of reminder isn’t only my responsibility.  I can be preaching precisely the sermon that Joe 
Bob Christian needs to be stirred up, but if Joe Bob isn’t here to hear it, it does him no good.  Every member 
of this congregation, then, needs to be here every time we can be, not because my preaching is novel, but 
because I’m preaching the same gospel that’s been preached for 2000 years, and we all need to be reminded. 

Second, Peter reveals here that he writes because he knows that he’s going to die soon, and he wants 
to be sure that his teaching outlives him.  There’s a subtle but critical point here for us.  There are 
denominations that teach the doctrine of apostolic succession—that when Peter died, he handed down his 
authority to some other man, who assumed the same office that Peter held.  However, there’s no evidence 
here or anywhere else in Scripture that Peter did any such thing.  Instead, we see here that he is concerned 
not with his authority, but with his teaching.  He is providing for Christians after he is dead by writing down 
what he knows so that they can have it.  Today, millennia later, we still have what Peter wanted us to, and as 
long as we have that inspired teaching, we have no need of any imagined successors of his. 

Indeed, Peter concludes the chapter by affirming the validity of THE PROPHETIC WORD.  
Let’s read together from 2 Peter 1:16-21.  First, note the emphasis that Peter puts on his own eyewitness 
testimony.  He himself saw everything that happened in the entire ministry of Jesus, even the Transfiguration, 
to which James and John were the only other two witnesses.  He’s not making up stories.  He’s simply 
relating his own observations.   

Second, though, whether based on eyewitness testimony or not, Peter affirms that all of Scripture is 
inspired.  Nobody sat down and thought up anything in our Bibles.  Instead, those men wrote only what the 
Holy Spirit told them to write.  Because this is true, we can rely on the Scripture.  All kinds of men have 
written all kinds of books.  Some of the things they say are good; others aren’t.  However, the author of the 
Bible is not man, but God, and the word of God is just as faithful as He Himself is. 

Before the Lord’s Supper this morning, let’s consider the importance of the Scripture to our faith.  
The story of Jesus dying on the cross for our sins is a beautiful story, but unless it’s also a true story, that 
doesn’t count for very much.  It wouldn’t be praiseworthy for us to build our lives around a myth.  It would 
be pitiable.  It matters a great deal, then, that we have the testimony of men like Peter, men who walked with 
Jesus, who saw the miracles that He worked, who saw Him nailed to that cross, and who saw Him after He 
had risen from the dead.  We can trust them, and we can trust the word of God that contains their witness.  
Because of them, we can be certain that Jesus died for us.  Let’s reflect on this as we partake. 
 
False Prophets 
 After these things, Peter turns his attention to the much darker topic of false prophets.  He first of all 
discusses THE DANGERS THEY POSE.  Read with me from 2 Peter 2:1-3.  Sadly, these things are true 
not only of the false prophets of the first century, but of the false teachers who plague us today.  First, their 
teachings are destructive.  The Lord doesn’t give partial credit for sincerity, friends.  Either we know and 
follow the truth to our salvation, or we believe and follow lies to our destruction.  There is no third way. 
 Second, Peter reveals that these false teachers damage the truth through their sensuality.  This also is 
all too familiar to us.  How many times do we hear of some religious leader being caught molesting children, 
or having an affair, or covering up rape and sexual abuse, or sexually harassing the women in his flock?  
Every time, when one of these sordid stories come to light, the people of the world roll their eyes and say that 
those Christians are just a bunch of hypocrites, we knew it all along.  What’s worse, they lump us in with 
those wicked men, which makes the difficult task of spreading the gospel even more difficult. 
 Third, these false teachers are exploitative.  They’re greedy, and they will use their false teaching to 
extract money from the people who hear them.  I’ve never yet known a genuine preacher of the gospel to get 
rich by so doing, but there are many millionaires in this country who got that way by lying from the pulpit.   
 However, Peter points out that GOD’S JUDGMENT will soon fall upon men like these.  2 Peter 
2:4-9 tells the story.  The examples that Peter cites here show the basic rule:  that even though the wicked 
may prosper under the sun for a little while, in the end, their wickedness will not deliver them.  Even all the 
false teachers of our day, be they ever so persuasive and powerful, will not be able to build anything that 
endures.  God always preserves the righteous, and sooner or later, He will destroy the wicked. 



 Next, Peter elaborates on the various sorts of BAD BEHAVIOR in which false prophets and false 
teachers engage.  Consider with me 2 Peter 2:10-16.  As Peter presents them, false prophets are a mixture of 
arrogance, licentiousness, and greed.  This lines up neatly with the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the 
pride of life in 1 John 2.  Men become false teachers for a variety of reasons, all of them bad. 
 However, there is one element in this text that is worthy of extended exploration, and that is Peter’s 
comparison of these men with creatures of instinct.  If we aren’t careful, we might read this text to say that 
the men themselves are animals, born with no other purpose than to be destroyed.  Such a reading of the text 
would undermine everything that the Scripture tells us about free will, and it isn’t necessary anyway.  Peter’s 
point can’t be that these men have no choice—otherwise, how could he condemn their conduct?  Instead, 
Peter is saying that for all the use they make of their free will, they might as well have been born animals.  
Like a dog, they do nothing more than follow their appetites.  The dog can’t do better, but they could have. 
 Finally in this section, Peter presents THE COSTS OF FALSE TEACHING.  He explores this 
topic in 2 Peter 2:17-22.  I find his description of the target audience of false teachers particularly 
enlightening.  Peter tells us that false teachers are going to find their greatest success among those who have 
barely become Christians in the first place.  I’ve known all too many brethren like this.  Sure, they’ve obeyed 
the gospel, but it was something they were always reluctant to do.  There are lots of things in the world they 
find appealing, but not much on God’s side of the fence that they’re interested in.  Christians like this are 
some of the unhappiest people on earth.  They’ve got just enough religion to make them miserable. 
   Predictably, these miserable halfway-Christians are easy prey for the false teacher, because the false 
teacher is going to tell them that they can have it all.  They can ignore the Biblical pattern of worship and 
have rock concerts on stage every Sunday morning, because God’s fine with that kind of worldly appeal.  
They can treat the gospel like a mechanism for becoming rich, because God wants them to be rich too.  They 
can divorce and remarry whomever they want, because God wants them to be happy.  By the time the false 
teachers are done, they’ve completely hollowed out the gospel.  It has the form of godliness but the content 
of worldliness, and Christians who really want to be worldly just eat that stuff up. 
 Today, friends, we must ask ourselves where our hearts are set.  Are we saints who want nothing 
more than to spend eternity with God in heaven, or are we frustrated sinners who long for the pleasures of 
the world?  As our Lord has told us, where our treasure is, there our hearts will be also.  If we’re determined 
to be evil, sooner or later the devil will hand us a way to practice sin while deceiving ourselves.   
 
The Day of the Lord 
 In the final chapter of the book, Peter turns his attention to the day of the Lord.  As we have 
observed before, there are many days of the Lord in Scripture.  Peter’s words, though, are clearly about the 
last one.  His discussion of the topic begins with MOCKERS.  Look at 2 Peter 3:1-4.  Once again, this 
warning about mockers clearly lines up with Peter’s purpose.  He’s writing to stir up faithful Christians by way 
of reminder, and one of the things that he needs to remind them about is the existence of people who mock 
their faith.  It’s funny how true this description rings 2000 years later.  We still have people around just like 
this, who insist that the Lord isn’t ever going to return because He hasn’t returned yet.  Friends, that’s terrible 
logic.  Obviously, none of us in this room have ever died yet.  Does that mean that we’re never going to die?  
Quite to the contrary!  We know instead that if nature takes its course, we are certain to die.  It’s foolish to 
attempt to predict the future on the basis of the past, but that doesn’t keep people from trying. 
 In rebuttal of this mockery, Peter spends some time exploring THE WORKS OF GOD.  Consider 
2 Peter 3:5-10.  Even though we can’t assume that the world of our experience is going to continue on 
indefinitely, we can look to the past to learn about God.  Among other things, the past tells us that God has 
destroyed the world before.  He despaired of the wickedness of man and cleansed it with the great flood.  It’s 
always been interesting to me that the Bible isn’t the only ancient story about the flood.  Instead, it appears in 
myths from Greece to Mesopotamia to Central America.  All over the world, people remember the story of 
the flood, and it always carries with it the same warning of divine judgment.   
 Peter promises that as God once destroyed the world with water, the day will come when He will 
destroy it with fire, and on that day, the elements, the very building blocks of matter, are going to be 
dissolved.  We may think of this world as permanent, but in reality, it is anything but! 



 Of course, this gives rise to the question, “If God is going to do it, why hasn’t He done it yet?”  To 
this question, Peter gives two answers.  The first is that God’s sense of time is different than ours.  All of us 
are creatures bound by time.  For us, the clock never stops ticking, and we know that we have only one short 
lifetime in which to accomplish our goals.  God, on the other hand, is not bound by time.  Indeed, He created 
it.  He doesn’t care anything for our sense of when Christ ought to return, any more than we care for the 
paths of a bunch of ants meandering around on a sidewalk.  What God does care for, though, is us.  He 
wants to give us all time to repent, and He will only send His Son to claim us when the time is right. 
 Peter then points out the implications that this should have for OUR CONDUCT.  He explains in 
2 Peter 3:11-18.  First of all, if we know that neither our residence on this earth nor the earth itself are going 
to endure, why in the world would we spend our lives on earthly pursuits?  Sure, pleasure is fun in the short 
run, but in the long run, it’s not going to get us anywhere.  It’s not going to enable us to face God with 
confidence on the day of judgment.  Only a life of holy conduct and godliness can do that. 
 If that’s not what we’re doing, though, Peter encourages us to consider the patience of God as 
salvation.  If the Lord had returned yesterday, billions of human beings would have been in terrible trouble, 
and some here might well be among that number.  If that’s you, think about it.  The only reason that you’re 
not in hell right now is that God was merciful and stayed His hand.  How far do you want to push your luck?  
Don’t count this day you have been given as an opportunity to go out and sin some more.  Consider it an 
opportunity to make your life right with God, so that you don’t have to fear the judgment any more. 
 Finally, in passing, let’s note the way that Peter here describes the letters that Paul had written.  Yes, 
it’s true that some things in them are hard to understand, but Peter lumps them in with the rest of the 
Scripture, the rest of the body of inspired texts handed down by the prophets.  In other words, it wasn’t some 
church council hundreds of years in the future that determined that Paul’s epistles belonged in the Bible.  The 
value of Paul’s writings, and indeed of the other books of the New Testament, was clearly understood and 
recognized by early Christians, right from the time they were written.   


